
So they went on, and Ignorance followed. They went then till they came at a place 
where they saw a way put itself into their way, and seemed withal to lie as straight as 
the way which they should go; and here they knew not which of the two to take, for 
both seemed straight before them; therefore, here they stood still to consider. And as 
they were thinking about the way, behold a man, black of flesh, but covered with a 
very light robe, came to them, and asked them why they stood there.  They answered, 
they were going to the Celestial City, but knew not which of these ways to take. 
"Follow me," said the man, "It is thither that I am going."    
So they followed him in the way that but now came into the road, which by degrees 
turned, and turned them so from the city that they desired to go to, that, in little time, 
their faces were turned away from it; yet they followed him. But by and by, before 
they were aware, he led them both within the compass of a net, in which they were 
both so entangled, that they knew not what to do; and with that the white robe fell off 
the black man’s back. Then they saw where they were. Wherefore, there they lay 
crying some time, for they could not get themselves out.           
 
Then said Christian to his fellow, "Now do I see myself in an error.  Did not the 
Shepherds bid us beware of the flatterers? As is the saying of the wise man, so we 
have found it this day, 'A man that flatters his neighbour, spreads a net for his feet.'"  
 
Hopeful said, "They also gave us a note of directions about the way; but we have also 
forgotten to read, and have not kept ourselves from the paths of the destroyer.  Here 
David was wiser than we; for, saith he, 'Concerning the works of men, by the word of 
thy lips, I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.'"  
 
Thus they lay in the net. At last they saw a Shining One coming towards them, with a 
whip of small cord in his hand.  When he was come to the place where they were, he 
asked them what they did there.  They told him that they were poor pilgrims going to 
Zion, but were led out of their way by a black man, clothed in white. 
 
Then said he with the whip, "It is Flatterer, a false apostle, that has transformed himself 
into an angel of light."   
So he ripped the net, and let the men out and led them back to the way which they 
had left to follow the Flatterer.  
Then he asked them, saying, "Where did you sleep last night?"  
They said, "With the Shepherds, upon the Delectable Mountains."  
He asked them then, if they had not of those Shepherds a note of direction for the 
way and why they had not read it. 
They said, they forgot.  
He asked, moreover, if the Shepherds did not bid them beware of the Flatterer.  
They answered, "Yes, but we did not imagine, that this fine-spoken man was he."  
 
Then I saw in my dream, that he commanded them to lie down; which, when they did, 
he used the whip on them to teach them a lesson.  Then he said, “As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten; be zealous, therefore, and repent."  
 
This done, he bid them go on their way, and take good heed to the other directions of 
the Shepherds. So they thanked him for all his kindness, and went softly along the right 
way.    
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The Lost Son 
Sabbath 
How long have you been away from home for? 
 
  One night    Two nights    Many nights 
 
Where did you go? 
 
  Friends house   Camp    Other    
 
Did you miss your family? 
 
  Yes     No     Maybe 
 
Were you glad to be home again? 
 
  Yes     No     Maybe 
 
Did your family miss you? 
 
  Yes     No     Maybe 
 
Did they do anything special when you got home? 
 
  Hug you    Kiss you    Give gift 
 
  Smile    Laugh    Special food 
 
  Party    Other       
  
 



Sunday 
Here is another story Jesus told: 
A man had two sons.  One day the younger 
son told his father, "I don't want to wait 
until you die to get my half of your 
belongings, I want my share now!"  
The father was sad but agreed to it. 
 
A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and 

moved to a distant city.  There he spent all 
his money on parties and friends. 
But as soon as his money ran out, his friends 
left.  Now a famine swept over the land, and 
he began to starve.  
 

The only job he could find was feeding pigs, and he became so 
hungry that even the food he was feeding the pigs looked good.   
 
Finally, he said to himself, "Everyone at home has enough food to 
spare, even the servants.  I am dying of hunger!  I will go home 
to my father and say, 'Father, I have sinned, and I am no longer 

worthy of being called your son. Please take me on 
as a hired servant.'"  So he set off for home.   
When his father saw him coming down the road, he 
ran to hug and kiss him!  His son said, "Father, I 
have sinned and I am no longer worthy of being 
called your son." 

But his father said to the servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe 
for my son.  We must have a party!  My son was 
dead and has now returned to life.  He was 
lost, but now he is found."  
So the party began. 
 

Friday 
Read the story from Pilgrims Progress on the back page. 
 
Christian and Hopeful are led astray because they forget to follow 
the advice of the Shepherds.  The Bible has a lot to say about 
wisdom and advice. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 11:13, 14NLT Pauls talk of people who were 

preaching different things about Jesus.  He said, "These people are _ 

_ _ _ _ apostles.  They are _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ workers who disguise 

themselves as _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of Christ.  But I am not surprised!  Even 

Satan disguises himself as an _ _ _ _ _ of _ _ _ _ _. 

To keep from being tricked by false teachings, we should do like the 
Bereans in Acts 17:11NLT "They searched the Scriptures day after day 
to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth." 
 
Proverbs has a lot of advice about wisdom.  
The Prodigal Son could have saved himself 
a lot of trouble if he had followed the 
advice of Proverbs. 
 
Proverbs 1:8NIV "Listen, 
my son, to your father's 
instruction and do not 
forsake your mother's 
teaching." 

 
Proverbs 9:10NLT "_ _ _ _ of the _ _ _ _ is 

the foundation of _ _ _ _ _ _.  

Knowledge of the Holy One results in 

good judgement. 

 
Fit the missing and underlined 
words into the grid. 
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Thursday 
Reread the second story from Monday. 
 
Some people have used this story to suggest that when a 
person dies they go straight to heaven or to hell.  But there are 
plenty of other verses in the Bible that show that this is not 
correct and that this story is symbolic or figurative – made up, 
not real, not to be taken literally.  Jesus told it to show that 
there was nothing more He could do to help those who did not 
believe, even when His rising from the dead would not 
convince them. 
 
Look up these verses and then solve the crossword. 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:5NIV "For the _ _ _ _ _ _ (1 down) know that they that 
they will _ _ _ (5d), but the _ _ _ _ (7d) know _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (8a); they 
have no _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (3d) reward, and even their name is 
forgotten." 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16NLT "For the _ _ _ _ (6a) Himself will come 
down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of _ _ _ (10a).   
First the believers who have died will rise from their  
graves.  Then, together with them, we who are still 
_ _ _ _ _ (9a) and remain on the earth will be caught 
up in the _ _ _ _ _ _ (4d) to meet the  
Lord in the _ _ _ (2a).  
 
 

Monday 
When the older son returned home from working in the fields.  
He heard music of the party and asked one of the servants what 
was going on.  The older brother was angry and wouldn't join the 
party.  His father came out and begged him, but he said, "All 
these years I've slaved for you, always doing what you asked, and 
you never honoured me like this.  Yet when this son of yours 
comes back after wasting your money you have a party!" 
His father said to him, "My dear son, you have always been by 
me, and everything I have is yours.  But this is a happy day, 
because it is like your brother was dead and has come back to 
life!  He was lost, but now he is found!" 
 
This is another parable that Jesus told.  It is an unusual story, 
because most of the stories that Jesus told were realistic, but 
this one is obviously a symbolic; it is not real, but was told to 
make a point. 
 

Imagine a rich man, living in luxury, with a beggar named Lazarus 
at his gate. When they die, Lazarus is carried to be with 
Abraham but the rich man is now tormented in fire.  He cries out 
to Abraham to send Lazarus with some water, but Abraham says, 
it is impossible, and also tells the rich man that he received his 
good things in life; now it is Lazarus' turn. 
Then the rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers 
to warn them.  But Abraham says, they did not believe Moses and 
the prophets, nor will they believe, even if someone rises from 
the dead. 
 

I do not know if Jesus told this story before, or after he raised 
the real Lazarus from the dead. But either way, Jesus knew that 
one day soon He would rise from the dead, and that the Priests 
and Pharisees still wouldn't believe.  



Tuesday 
Find the path the son took 
from his home to the big 
city, and then to the pig 
farm and finally back home 
again.   Start here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw arrows to join the 
pictures in the right order to 
tell the story.  
 
 

Wednesday 
 

 
Who does God love?  Write the first letter of every picture on the lines 

to find out.  
 
 

Do your parents 
love you when 
you do 
something 
wrong?   
You might not 
think so when 
you are in 
trouble, but you 
will find out that 
they do! 

__ __ __     __ __ __ __ __  
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 


